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The Battle of the Choirs has nothing on the The Sydney A Cappella Festival 2008!  ItÕs the largest gathering of a cappella
talent Sydney has seen for the better part a decade.  So whatÕs A Cappella?  Simply put, itÕs the naked human voice, singing
unadorned and unaccompanied, usually in harmony of four or more parts.  Think Manhattan Transfer.  Think Take 6.
ThereÕs nothing quite like it.

Expected to be a sellout, reflecting the huge resurgence of interest in choirs and singing, the Festival presents twenty four great
acts over six shows from September 10-13.  In the intimate Sound Lounge at the Seymour Theatre Centre in Chippendale,
thereÕll be high energy gospel, contemporary and retro pop, blues, jazz, world, folk, classical, barbershop É and everything in
between.  Performed by groups ranging from X Factor and ARIA Award finalists to music college students, to four blokes who
claim 300 years of life experience collectively, itÕs a strong line-up, with a balance of fresh faces and past a cappella favourites.

Festival Background
Noting the recent lack of opportunity for a cappella groups to share a Sydney stage, Waterloo-based choir The Cleftomaniacs
decided to risk their small non-profit-organisation bank balance and do something about it.  The word went out.  A few cappella
enthusiasts got together to form a small festival team.  Lists were compiled, phone calls were made, emails were sent.  The word
came back:  performers were keen.  A venue was booked, a website was put together and É The Sydney A Cappella Festival
2008 is a happeninÕ thang.  It will showcase the many talents and wide-ranging musical styles of the large and vibrant
community of a cappella singers.  And, we believe, introduce the joys and very tangible benefits of singing to new audiences,
secret singers and innocent bystanders who had never considered it, let alone heard the term a cappella!  Perhaps even unearth a
hidden gem or two.

Just a few of the Festival Performers:

The Idea of North defy categorisation. Undeniably AustraliaÕs premier a cappella group, theyÕre serious about their music
without taking themselves too seriously, in spite of international recognition. Their arrangements are
astonishing and they continue to mesmerise fans here and around the world.  The first non-US group to win
the prestigious ÒHarmony SweepstakesÓ, theyÕve also brought home Contemporary A Cappella Recording
Awards for Best Jazz Album and Best Jazz Song.  You wonÕt believe theyÕre not using instruments!
Ò É as near as dammit to vocal perfection.Ó  The Courier Mail.  "A cappella is sometimes thought of as being

minimalist, but when you can sing and entertain like The Idea of North, a band would just get in the way ÉÓ James Morrison

Kaya.  X Factor finalists, these four young women have an inventive, quirky, soulful sound that is truly original.  TheyÕre
lyrically, melodically and harmonically compelling - and just a little sassy and sensuous as well. Currently
enjoying airplay on Triple J and ABC radio, Kaya was selected as a NOVA 100 unsigned artist in 2007.
"Tight, gorgeous harmonies, completely engaging performers who know how to mix top of the class talent with
a healthy dose of irreverent fun.Õ  Susie Keynes, Fruit Music

BlindmanÕs Holiday.  Pure mouth magic!  BMH thrill with their close harmonies and tight percussion.  Their love of tribal,
contemporary and exotic music has led to an astounding repertoire ranging from haunting traditional ballads to upbeat originals,
from Balkan harmonies to sinuous Latin rhythms. This internationally acclaimed group has toured extensively throughout
Australia and Europe and were "doing a cappella in 1986 before the rush" according to Bernard Zuel from the Sydney Morning
Herald.  Bruce Elder, also of the SMH, has described them as Ò É always the best of the Sydney groupsÓ.

CafŽ of the Gate of Salvation. Australia's leading a cappella gospel choir, inspired by the African-American vocal tradition: the
passionate, committed and exciting music of gospel and spirituals.  In their 22-year history they have produced
three recordings, toured New Zealand and the USA (singing, to much acclaim, in churches in Harlem and the
South) and performed at many national festivals, including WOMADelaide, the Olympics ÒHemispheresÓ
festival and the Bellingen Global Carnival.
Ò... passionate, footstomping gospel ..." Michael Magasanik, The Melbourne Age

The AIM Singers!is an exciting contemporary a cappella performance group recently formed at The Australian Institute of
Music.  Vocal major students studying for their Bachelor of Music degrees, under the expert musical direction
of Trish Delaney-Brown from AustraliaÕs premier vocal ensemble ÒThe Idea of NorthÓ, they have developed a
powerful and dynamic style in a remarkably short time.  They come to the Sydney A Cappella Festival
following recent knockout performances at Showcase events at the Australian Institute of Music.

www.sydneyacappellafestival.com.au


